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WASHINGTON, DC &ndash; Today, Congressman Mike Michaud praised the
Department of Energy&rsquo;s announcement that it is releasing the first
installment of stimulus funds in the next few days &ndash; about $780 million
of the approximately $8 billion provided in the stimulus package.  The
Department will release additional funding over time as states
demonstrate that they are using the funding effectively and responsibly
to create jobs and cut energy use.  Overall, Maine is slated to receive
$69 million in energy efficiency funding &ndash; including almost $42 million
for the Weatherization Assistance Program and $27 million for the State
Energy Program.

WASHINGTON, DC &ndash; Today, Congressman Mike Michaud praised the Department of Energy&rsquo;s
announcement that it is releasing the first installment of stimulus funds in the next few days &ndash; about $780 million
of the approximately $8 billion provided in the stimulus package.  The Department will release additional funding over time
as states demonstrate that they are using the funding effectively and responsibly to create jobs and cut energy use. 
Overall, Maine is slated to receive $69 million in energy efficiency funding &ndash; including almost $42 million for the
Weatherization Assistance Program and $27 million for the State Energy Program.  



&ldquo;This funding will create jobs and provide help to Mainers who need assistance the most,&rdquo; said Michaud. 
&ldquo;The Department of Energy has estimated that the overall energy funding provided to states will help put 87,000
Americans to work and save families hundreds of dollars per year on their energy bills.  The release of this funding is
clearly a good investment in our state.  It also has the added bonus of reducing our energy consumption and therefore
reducing our country&rsquo;s reliance on foreign oil.&rdquo;



The funding provided in this bill will help Mainer&rsquo;s weatherize their homes and reduce their energy consumption. 
Tomorrow, Michaud will be visiting Lawrence High School&rsquo;s &ldquo;Gang Green,&rdquo; which is a group of
faculty and students who conduct a large educational effort each year for Earth Day and have advocated for reductions
in carbon emissions and other &ldquo;green&rdquo; initiatives.
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